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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT EAST COURT MANSION, EAST GRINSTEAD, ON MONDAY

3rd July2017 AT 7.00 P.M.

Present: Councillor Mrs J Mockford (Town Mayor)
Councillor Whittaker (Deputy Town Mayor)
Councillors Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Favor, Matthews,
Mainstone, Mrs Mainstone, Mockford, Osborne, Peacock, Reeves, 
Saull, Sweatman, Webster and Wyan 

Others present:  Town Clerk and 2 Members of the Public.   

The Town Mayor opened the meeting and welcomed all.  

18 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no questions.

19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 

Cllr Hodges                 Work Commitment 
Cllr Mrs Russell           Work Commitment

20 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS OF 8th May 
and 15th June 2017

RESOLVED: The minutes of the Town Council of 8th May and 15th

June 2017 were accepted as a true copy and approved for signature 
by the Town Mayor.

21 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL, OR PECUNIARY INTEREST.

Cllrs, Mrs Belsey, Mrs Bennett, Mainstone, Matthews, Mockford, Sweatman 
Webster and Wyan gave a personal interest in item 9 as elected members at Mid  
Sussex District Council.  Cllr Webster including his cabinet membership and Cllr 
Wyan his membership of the sports club committee.  As it was an update matter 
only no members were required to leave the room.      

22 THE TOWN MAYORS ANNOUNCMENTS

The Town Mayor drew attention to the circulated list and in particular to this the visit 
to the Southwark Cathedral, the visit to Standen, the Roshe dance schools success 
in having 40 members reach the national finals and the high quality of the 
performance and also the East Court Live events which have been very generous to 
her charities.      

MAYOR’S EVENTS
May 2017
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8 Mayor Making  *
9 Welcome to the Community Clear Up Group  *
10 Imberhorne Graduation Effingham Park  *
16 Dementia Day in Clair Hall, Haywards Heath
21 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the Modern Hospice Movement

at Chichester Cathedral  *
24 Silver Court Care Home – Sensory Garden Opening 
27 Presentation of “Lost Photo” with Chelsea Pensioners   *
31 Police Station Opening at Chequer Mead

June
1 Melanoma Trustees Meal  *
3 Skin Care Clinic Trinity Methodist Church  *
4 East Court Live   *
9 Defibrilator photo with Chairman of MSDC
10 Walkabout around the town  *
11 Founders Day Parade NTC Littlehampton   *
13 Thomas Cure charity Southwark Cathedral 
16 Knowle House Nursing Home Open Day and the Big Lunch
16 Horncastle House Cup Cake Open Day    *
16 Horncastle Care Home Open Day   *
18 East Grinstead Music & Arts Festival 50th Anniversary   *
21 Garden Revival Standen   *
22 Lingfield College Visual Arts Exhibition  * 
24 Armed Forces Day  *
26 Bourg de Peage visit reception at Sackville School & tea  *
27 Meet the in Bloom Judges  *
29 EGGSFest 2017 and Art Exhibition Sackville School   *

July

1 St Lukes Community Room opening event   *
1 East Grinstead Justice & Peace Annual Sleep Out   *
2 St Mary’s Church Eco Church run by A.Rocha UK  *
2 East Court Live   *
2 Roshe Performing Arts “One Night Only” Chequer Mead  *     

Deputy Mayor attendances

13 Thomas Cure charity Southwark Cathedral 
16 Silver Court Nursing Home Open Day   

There were no questions and the updates were noted   

23 LEADER OF THE COUNCIL

The Leader of the Council, Cllr Sweatman, made the following statement:-
“The Clerk and I met with the Chief Executive and Leader of WSCC on 9th June and 
we had a frank and open discussion as to matters that concern East Grinstead.  We 
agreed that working together was important to resolve problems and deliver 
improvements that while not unique to East Grinstead were high priority to this 
community.
We discussed Infrastructure, partnership working, Health and Education, travel and 
transport at high end but also in relation to specific issues.  We were interested to 
hear that WSCC are upgrading their vehicle fleet to electric and they are keen to 



12

reduce traffic impacts on the environment. They were interested in our aspirations 
regarding St Margarets Loop, Railway Approach,  Bus Services.    We agreed that 
there may be several areas of joint working to bring some of these projects to 
fruition, they are keen to promote West Sussex for tourism (as we are) and there 
could be some opportunities to do so in a joined up fashion that makes West 
Sussex a destination for many different interests which make up a full holiday and 
day trip calendar, not just majoring on one or two well known attractions.   
The Clerk and the Chief Executive remain in dialogue and ideas and programmes 
as they form will be coming to committees in the fullness of time, but could have an 
impact on our budgeting discussion as we move towards the 2018 financial planning
early next year.
We are looking to have similar conversations with Mid Sussex District Council, as so 
much relies on three tier joint working. However MSDC are still prioritising their 
District Plan, which we hope will be finalised very soon  to allow further discussions 
to begin.    
We have had the County Council elections and the General Election, I congratulate 
the three County Councillors, two of whom sit on this Council and we will be asking 
the three of them to make reports to the Council on a rotation basis to ensure that 
the Council is fully informed on the developments at County Hall.  
The General election result leaves us, and all local government, in a time of 
uncertainty, as to what leaving the EU will look like for Britain as the negotiations 
unfold but also domestic policy changes regarding policing and NHS resources, to 
name but two; which are high on the political agenda. This Council will do what we 
can to support the services in our town, however we are not able, nor should we be, 
the last stop of all services to pick up where cuts are felt higher up.  We need to 
work smarter and in partnership finding new ways to ensure the delivery of services 
to East Grinstead people so that they can live here in appropriate accommodation, 
with access to services and support in a community that cares. 
As a Council we work well together bringing different skills and abilities, rightly so, 
we challenge and debate but at the end of the day we are working as one group to 
deliver the most that we can during our period of tenure as elected, for the people of 
this great Town that we represent.”

Questions followed:  Had there been any discussion as to the position of 
employment land in the town?   The leader had touched on this and had 
acknowledged the neighbourhood plan and the aspirations therein including our 
hopes to reinvigorate the town centre and relocate the industrial park in the fullness 
of time. But there were no specifics discussed.    

Have the EGTC owned buildings been reassessed for building regulation 
compliance following the Grenfell fire?    The EGTC buildings are all robust and 
always comply with building regs when altered.  We only have the 4 buildings now 
and the cemetery lodge is in the process of being reassessed for soundness.  The 
Leader was also aware of one other building not owned by the Town Council that 
was being looked at and this was confirmed by the Deputy Town Mayor.   
It was commented favourably that the dialogue with County had been opened and 
this followed on from a session earlier this year at MSALC which WSCC leader and 
CEO also attended and were equally open.     

The report was noted

24 TO DISPOSE OF ANY BUSINESS OUTSTANDING FROM THE LAST MEETING
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There was none

25 TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF COMMITTEES AS FOLLOWS: -

Date Page Nos Minute Nos

Date Page Nos Minute Nos
a) Planning 18-4-17 188-196 342-349
b) Planning 8-5-17 1 1-3
c) Public Services 8-5-17 2 4-6
d) Amenities & Tourism 8-5-17 3 7-9
e) Finance & General Purposes 8-5-17 4 10-12
f) Planning 9-5-17 5-9 13-20
g) Planning 30-5-17 10-16 21-31
h) Public Services 1-6-17 17-19 32-44
i) Amenities & Tourism 7-6-17 20-22 45-58
j) Finance & General Purposes 15-6-17 23-26 59-77
k) Planning 19-6-17 27-32 78-85

The Planning Committee minutes were proposed by Cllr Dabell who drew attention 
to the following  “2 Years ago, Affinity Sutton (now Clarion) announced that they 
were to review and subsequently close-down and redevelop it’s elderly, social 
housing units in Dart Court and Packer Close, on the Stone Quarry estate. Their 
plan, as stated, was to provide more ‘family’ units which were/are, apparently, more 
in demand. The culmination of the AS plans, proposed during the last two Planning 
meetings, is proposals to redevelop and then sell-off the new properties and we 
have strongly registered our concerns and objections, to the MSDC Planning 
Authority, on each of the proposals, recommending that the second should be 
refused altogether.
Successful suggestions have come from the Committee with regard to the street 
naming of Nonsuch Gardens, for the development where the former Nonsuch 
Cottage stood in Lowdells lane and, in collaboration with Felbridge Parish Council, 
for the name of Walnut Grove, for a new development on Crawley Down Road, 
adjacent to Felbridge.
We wrote requesting some easing of our legal obligation with regard to Permitted 
Development, 
With concern for public safety in Firbank Way, we have been successful in that 
Sainsburys have agreed to redo the markings on the road humps.
We have written to Tandridge to object to a new development planned for Frith 
Park, on the Lingfield Road, in the Dormansland Parish, citing that this would have 
bearing and put a strain on EG infrastructure. 
We have written to the Church of Scientology expressing our concern at the number 
and nature of planning applications that they have made, of late, especially when 
retrospective. We have received a response from them, accepting that mistakes 
had been made and that they are aware that this does not lead to good neighbourly 
relations. They have suggested that any future large applications could be 
accompanied with a tour of the site or presentation to the committee.       
I attended the MSDC Planning A Committee meeting to underline our objection to 
their most recent application for a coach park, following request from residents. 
However the application was eventually granted.   
Comment from the committee followed that it was shameful that Clarion group were 
able to force the former tenants to leave (by offering cash incentive) and demolish 
the properties that were built specifically for the elderly in the town without re-
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provision, and then sell the new housing to be built. It was noted that bellhammer 
had been given planning permission some time ago but still not come forward and 
there was a dirth of appropriate elderly social housing.    

The Public Services Committee Minutes were proposed by Cllr Mrs Bennett who 
updated that the St Lukes community room had been officially opened on Saturday. 
She also picked up on the consultation that has been launched to ask about 
problems that the elderly were having in finding suitable accommodation which will 
assist the committee in making representations following the loss of dart court and 
packer close.       

The Amenities & Tourism Committee minutes were proposed by Cllr Peacock
Who highlighted the flying scotsman visit to the town, the two successful east court 
live events, a new defibriallator being installed at east court and Feast Grinstead 
being set for 1st October.    

Finance and General Purposes minutes from the previous week were proposed by 
Cllr Sweatman for adoption. 

RESOLVED : To approve the minutes of the above Committees and 
to confirm the decisions contained within them.

26 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER 9, IF ANY.

There were none.

27 TO AUTHORISE THE SEALING OF THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS

RESOLVED: 1)To seal the Grants of Exclusive Right of burial 
numbers 2105, 2106, 2107, 2108, 2109, 2110, 2111, 
2112, 2113, 2114, 2115 and 2116.

28 East Grinstead Sports Club – Jeff Morris and Richard Leman

Messrs Morris and Leman were welcomed to the meeting and Mr Morris advised 
that the Sports Club is owned by a charity and the centre run by Freedom Leisure. 
20 clubs then run independently from the centre. Last year the team started the 
tender process as the lease with Freedom Leisure was due to end this September.   
It since became apparent that the big leisure providers were not interested in the 
sportsclub as it is one site and not big enough to interest them.   The Club will need 
investment and is simply not a good opportunity for the bigger players. 
Following discussions and options with Mid Sussex DC, the club are now in 
discussion with some smaller contractors who will be making presentations to the 
club in July with the hope to strike the right deal to go forward from September.  If a 
package is not able to be found then a steering group formed of the charity and the 
clubs will look as to how the operational running of the centre will continue, but it is 
important to find an operator for the gym as this is the income generator for the 
Charity.    It may be that a smaller rent is paid and the operator takes on the 
investment of the centre or that a higher rent is paid but the charity take on the 
investment obligations.        
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It was clarified that Freedom Leisure were not willing to continue with the lease due 
to the investment needed. 
It was stated that this is an important club in the town and needed to continue. 
It was clarified that the sportsclub are the charity and they own the assets but have 
no income other than through the rent to the operator.  The operators run the site, 
they charge the sports clubs in turn for use of the asset and run the Gym which 
derives the income back to the operator.   
It was commented that a plan B was comforting, but hoped that a new contractor 
would emerge from the discussions.
Mr Morris and Mr Leman were thanked for attending the meeting and updating the 
Council.            

The Town Mayor announced that the next meeting for full Council was due to be 
held on Monday 2nd October 2017 at 7pm. she then invited all to join her for
refreshments in the Mayor’s Parlour and the meeting ended at 7.49.

SIGNED:

TOWN MAYOR


